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APS Home Page 
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Two places to access User Registration on the APS Home Page (aps.anl.gov). 



User Registration 
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• Registrations are reviewed, 
approved.  

• Receive badge number. 
• Establishes your record in 

the User Database. 
• Returning user data is 

automatically filled in to 
make updates quicker. 



The APS User Database 

 User Database is an Oracle-based central repository for user identifying 
information. 
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Functions of the User Portal  
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Organized using tabs 

• Primary access/info gateway for users.  
• Update biographical information—feeds to 

User Database.  
• Check if access permission is current. 
• “One-stop shopping”  



APS User Portal: User Check-in 
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• Notify APS about visit dates. 
• Pop-up window prompts user 

to check badge expiration date. 
• Gate passes can be requested if 

needed for expired badges. 



APS User Portal: User Agreements (UAs) 

 Signed UA with 
home institution 
is prerequisite for 
experimental 
work.  

 Covers liability, 
intellectual 
property, and 
financial.  

 685 Master 
Agreements. 

 Electronic 
signature. 
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APS User Portal: Core Training 

The Advanced Photon Source is an Office of Science User Facility operated for the DOE by Argonne National Laboratory   

9 

• Can review full training history. 
• Course numbers link user 

directly to on-line training. 
• Courses out of date are also 

shown on Portal home page. 
 



APS User Portal: General User Proposals 
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• Directly linked to the Beam Time 
Access System database. 

• Shows all GUPs for which the user 
is the spokesperson. 

• Can view a .pdf report of any 
proposal. 

 



APS User Portal: Experiment Safety Approval Form 
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• Direct link to ESAF platform. 
• Shows all ESAFs on which 

user is listed. 
• Can view report for  

any ESAF. 



APS User Portal: End of Experiment Form 
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• EEFs appear on the 
spokesperson’s portal. 

• EEF responses are stored 
in Oracle-based EEF 
database. 



A Possible Future Enhancement:  
Publications Database Tab 

 Possible ideas for a Publications tab: 
– User could access his/her own publication list directly from the portal. 
– User could update with new publications any that are missing.  
– User could enter experiment-related info about a publication (e.g., proposal number). 

 
 More ideas? Other tabs? 

 
 Challenges: Interfacing across many different databases, platforms can be tricky 

from a programming perspective. 
 

 Questions? 
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